Tum left opposite Conigre Farm into West End, take
footpath past St Antbony's Cathotic Church. Just past
the rather unpleasast cormugated iron boundary fence,
the path turns eft and then right. For that short spell
you are on part of what was the Wiltshire and Berkshire
Canal.

Turn left into Kenilworth Gardens into Warwick
Crescent. Tum left into Spa Road back towards town.
On the right hand side of the road is Rope Walk, which
marks the site of Maggs Factory for making mats, ropes
and twine. It was founded in 1803 by Charles Maggs, a
Metbodist, who also found the United Dairics.

The hump in the road marks the site of a bridge over the
Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal.

This Camal was opened in 1799 and ran from
Semington via Melksham and Swindon to join the
Thames and Severn Canal at Cricklade.

Tt had offshoots to Chippenham and Calne

It was finally abandooed in 1914 after twenty years of
disuse.

A Plaque at No 38

No's 36-38 Spa Road, a pair of early 19" Century
houses, made of ashlar with Welsh slate mansard roof,
there is a Sun Fire Insurance disc on the front wall of
No 38 and the above plague.

No's 16 and 18 Spa Road were built about 1816 when
Melksham was being developed as a Spa to rival Bath.
No 18 has an omamental plaster comice under the
caves.

No's § to 14 are a terrace of four houses built in
conjunction with the Spa. They have typical find
Regency wrought iros balconies. No 14 has a fine Bas
Relicf. No's 10 and 12 are now homes but was the
Regency Hotel.

Relief ot No 14

The Limes, formerly Buuwkk House.

This is dated 1795, the year of the ill-fated marriage of
the future George IV to Caroline Brunswick. (Now
flats) It was the home of Dr William Keir in the late 19*
Century.

The Rachel Fowler Centre

F""J‘i

Built as a Congregational Church in 1773. The intersor
bhas intcresting wrought iroa balconies. M is now a
community centre.

The courtyard in front of it was where another tumpike
gate stood.

The Kings Arms Hotel

Built in 1750 when the line of the Toll Road from
Laondon was altered. The Old Company’s Coach from
Bath 10 Bristol called every cvening at 7.30pm. The
White Hart Coach from Bath to Londoa changed horses

every moming at §,00am and the Star Coach from
Reading called every afternoon a1 4.00pen on its way 1o
Excter and Devoaport. In total tem coaches called at the
Kings Arms, as they changed horses every cight miles,
this must have necessitated stables for about fifty horses.

The coaching days finished when the railway reached
Chippenham in about 1840 and visitors were fetched
from the station. As late as 1926 The Kings Arms had its
own bus to fetch visitors from Melksham Station.

By 1912 The Kings Arms bocame 4 stop on the Bath
Electric Tramways, susprisingly esough a bus company.
The Kings Arms was one of the earliest Hotels to have its
own garage 10 supply petrol 10 fouring motorists.

The Hustings (a local court) used to be bekd on the
cobbled forecourt and in 1865 there was severe
disturbance when the Riot Act was read and the Militia
was called out.

End of Trail One.

Original Trail rescarched by Isobel Ide for Melksham
Town Trust.
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Melksham was founded beside the Avon, where the river
was shallow enough to be forded. Melksham Hundred
extended to over 8,400 acres and included cight Mills,
Water Meadows and Woodland.

Adjacent to Melksham was Blackmore and Chippenham
Forest, a Royal Hunting Forest much favoured by the
Normal Kings.

Melksham became a centre of weaving. The whise
broadcloth that was manufactured was exparted through
London to France, Spain and even Russia. I started asa
cottage industry with the weavers working in their
homes, but gradually as the p were mechanised
the industry was concentrated in large Mills beside the
Avon. The last working Mill in Melksham was the
Matravers Mill which finally closed in 1888.

In 1814 Melksh d 10 found a Spa 1o chal
the sapremacy of Bath, but the enterprise was never
ful. ¥ it left a few hand: Regency

Houses in Spa Road as a memento. In the carly 19*
Century, a Canal was built from Semington to
Chippenham and Calne which ran through Melksham,
but by 1914 it had been abandoned.

In the 19* Century several industrics were conceived in
In the 19" Century several industrics were conceived in
the Town inchuding the Spencer Engincering Works in
Beanacre Road and the Wiltshire United Dairies. In 1503
Charles Maggs founded a business producing ropes, mats
and tarpaulins. Other industries included Sawtell's
feather purifying factory founded in 1892, Strattons
Grocery business founded in 1828 and Hum Bros
Timbers Mills. These busincsses have since disappeared.
The remaining businesses include West Midland Farmers
Ltd, the owners of the large silos and Mills beside the
Broughton Gifford Road and the Avon Company,
manufacturers of rubbers tyres, which is sow called
Cooper Tires.

The Market Place

The Friday Market charter was originally granted to
Melksham in 1219 by Henzy 111, also to hold a fair at
Michaclmas, the 29* Sepéember. In 1250 this was
changed 10 a Tuesday Market, and a three day fair on the
vigil, feath and mosrow of Michacimas. In 1491 the
Prioress and Nuns of Amesbury who held the Manor of
Melksham obtained the right to hold an additional fxir on
the 15" and 16%f July.

The Fairs continued until 1588, It was the custom to
devote the fisst day to the sale of cattle, sheep and horses,

and the second day to merry making. Travelling

showmen exhibited models such as that of Niagara Falls,
constructed of 800 weight of coloured glass, and the fair
was attended by the ‘Baker’s Show” of strolling players.

In the 19* Century the Market was beld on altemnate
Tuesdays with Trowbridge and it finally kapsed in 1939.

The Melksham Market Company was formed in 1847
and acquired from the owners of Place House an orchard
adjacent to the Market Place where they erected the
Cheese Market House.

At the same time, the Wilts, Somerset and Weymouth
were building an extension oa the Railway from

Chippenham to Westbury.

In the centre of the Market Place was a communal well,
the money for which was raised by public subscription,
this can be seen in carly photos and was demolished in
1945,

The Market Place was also the site of an early Jock-up
and the stocks which are still in the possession of the
Town Council but are currently stored in The Rachel
Fowler Centre,

Towicr v,
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The Town Hall is ashlar faced of three bays with a one
bay pediment, it was designed by D Jones of Bradford-
on-Avon.

The grownd floor was originally open to the el
The cloagsted windows are typical of the ltalianate
fashion of the 1840°s,

Ithasa ical front divided vestically by four
pilasters with a central rail round arched opening with 6
panclled beaded door and fanlight.

Behind the Town Hall is a building that was originallss:
cheese store, later it was used as a drill hall and it is ne
The Assembly Hall, and used for events,

The Urban District Council acquired the Town Hall s
1914 for £1,600,

The small building attached to the Town Hall by an
archway has at various times been a Police Station ancd
the headquarters of the fire Brigade but is currently a <i¢
run by The Rotary called The Art House.

Proceed down King Street

On the right had side is No 6, at present a china shop,
The Samovar. It is carly 18* Century and was original
the White Hart Hotel and specialised in theatrical
clientele.

In 1851, the visitors included a theatrical manager, two
pianists and three choral singers. Unfortunately, this let
1o its Licence being withdrawn in 1896 owing 10 it beirg
run as a house of ill repute.

The next door howse, No 8, has a 19* Century shop fron
with a comice of acanthus brackets.

orice of scanthius bracket

No 10 is known as Quaker Cottage and the date 1705 can
be scen over the door.

There had been Quakers in Mclksham since 1699. The
Quaker Meeting House being built in 1734, Quakerism
gradually declined, in 1950 the Melksham Mecting was
discontinued and the bailding is now Offices.

Continue down the road and on the opposite of the road,
No 39 is a handsome late 18 Century house with an
ashlar frontage and mansard roof.

On the right hand side of the road, No 42, this is probably
the site of the forge belonging to the Abbess of
Amesbury, the house having a ceiling of the 16* Century.

The forge is marked by the straight wooden beam in the
wall. This was the last working forge in Melksham,
closing in 1939,

Almost opposite No 42, abutting onto the road is the
turnpike cottage (No59), Melksham was tumpike about
1750; the moncy raised from the turnpike was used for
the upkecp of the roads. As well as this tumpike there
was one adjoining the Rachel Fowler Centre, another at
Shaw, Lowbourne, Atworth and Burrell Lane.

They were still in place as late as 1865 when Thomas
Watson, a baker of Melksham was sunnmoned by Henry
Heritage, the toll collector of passing fie King Street
Gate with a Joad of stones. The defeninnt indignantly
contended that as the stone was for mexding his own
property he was exempt from the toll. He was informed
by the bench that the exemption was caly for stone used
in public work and was ordered to paythe toll with costs.
The turnpike was finally abolished in 1867,

Further along King Street, now known as Semington
Road, are two very fine 18* Century farmhouses, firstly
the Conigre Farm Hotel, This marks the site of the
warren belonging to Amesbury Abbey.

Conigre is Norman-French for rabbit,

Rabbits were introduced into this country by the
Normans. They were considered very rare and exotic and
were caten only by the very rich. The farmhouse has an
interesting projecting bread oven that is visible from the
road.

The West End Public House is another very handsome
carly 18* Century farmhouse, marking what was the
original boundary of the town; ic the West End.




Turn left oppasite Conigre Farm into West End, take
footpath past St Anthony’s Catholic Church. Just past
the rather unpl gated iron boundary fence,
the path tums left and then right. For that shoet spell
you are on part of what was the Wiltshire and Berkshire
Canal.

Tum left into Kenilworth Gardens into Warwick
Crescent. Turn left into Spa Road back towards 1own.
On the right hand side of the road is Rope Walk, which
marks the site of Maggs Factory for making mats, ropes
and twine. M was founded in 1803 by Charles Maggs, a
Methodist, who also found the United Dairies.

The hunsp in the road marks the site of a bridge over the
Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal.

This Canal was opened in 1799 and ran from
Seminglon via Melksham and Swindon to join the
Thames and Severn Canal at Cricklade.

It had offshoots 1o Chippenham and Calne

It was finally abandoned in 1914 after twenty years of
disuse.

" Plague a1 No 38

No's 36-38 Spa Road, a pair of carly 19* Century
hoases, made of ashlar with Welsh slate mansard roof,
there is a Sun Fire Insurance disc on the front wall of
No 38 and the above plague.

No's 16 and 18 Spa Road were built about 1816 when
Melksham was being developed as a Spa to rival Bath.
No 18 has an omamental plaster cornice under the
caves,

No's 8 to 14 are a temace of four bouses built in
conjunction with the Spa. They have typical find
Regency wrought iron balcomies. No 14 has a fine Bas
Relicf, No's 10 and 12 arc now homes but was the
Regency Hotel

Relsef at No 14

‘l‘bgj-s. formerly Brunswick House.

This is dated 1795, the year of the ill-fated marriage of
the future George [V to Caroline Brunswick, (Now
flats.) It was the home of Dr William Keir in the late 19*
Century.

The Rachel Fowler Centre

FE

Built as a Congregational Church in 1773. The interior
has interesting wrought iron balconics. M is now a
community centre.

The courtyard in front of it was where another tumpike
gate stood.

The Kings Arms Hotel

Built in 1750 when the line of the Toll Road from
London was altered. The Ol Company's Coach from
Bath to Bristol called every evening at 7.30pm. The
White Hant Coach from Bath to London changed horses

every moméng at 8.00am and the Star Coach from
Reading called every afternoon at 4.00pm on its way 10
Excter and Devonport. In total ten coaches called at the
Kings Arms, as they chanped horses every cight miles,
this must have necessitated stables for about fifty horses.

The coaching days finished when the railway reached
Chippenba in abowt 1840 and visitors were fetched
from the station. As late as 1926 The Kings Arms had its
own bus to fetch visitors from Melksham Station.

By 1912 The Kings Arms became a stop on the Bath
Electric Tramways, surprisingly enough a bus company.
‘The Kings Anms was onc of the carlicst Hotels to have its
own garage to supply petrol to touring motorists.

The Hustings (a local court) used 10 be held on the
cobbled forecourt and in 1865 there was severe
disturbance when the Riot Act was read and the Militia
was called out.

End of Trail One.

Origimal Trail rescarched by Isobel ke for Mclksham
Town Trast.

Updated 2019 by Melksham Tourist Information Centre,
32 Church Street, Mclksham SN12 6LS

Tel: 01225 707424

Email: info@visit-neclksham.com

Website: visit-melksham com
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Melksham was founded beside the Avon, where the river
was shallow enough to be forded. Melksham Hundred
extended to over 8,400 acres and included eight Mills,
Water Meadows and Woodland.

10 Melksham was Black and Chipp
Forest, a Royal Hunting Forest much favoured by the
Normal Kings.

Melksham became a centre of weaving. The white
broadcloth that was masufactared was exported through
London 1o France, Spain and cven Russia. It staried as a
cottage industry with the weavers working in their own
homes, but gradually as the p were mech d.
the industry was coacentrated in lange Mills beside the
Avon. The last working Mill in Melksham was the
Matravers Mill which finally closed in 1888,

In 1814 Mclksh mpied to found a Spa t I

the supremacy of Bath, bul the enterprise was never
ful. H it left a fow hand:

Houses in Spa Road as a memento. In the early 19*

Century, a Canal was built from Semingion 10

Chippenham and Calwe which ran through Melksham,

but by 1914 it had been abandoned.

In the 19* Century several industries were conceived in
the Town including the Spencer Engincering Works in
Beanacre Road and the Wiltshire United Dairics. In 1803
Charles Maggs founded a business producing ropes, mats
and tarpaulins. Other industries incloded Sawtell's
feather purifying factory founded in 1892, Strattons
Grocery business founded in 1828 and Hum Bros
Timbers Mills. These businesses have since disappeared.
The remaining busincsses inchede West Midland Farmsers
144, the owners of the large silos and Mills beside the
Browghton Gifford Road and the Avon Company,
manufacturers of rubbers tyres, which is now called
Cooper Tires.

The Market Place

The Friday Market charter was originally granted to
Melksham in 1219 by Henry I11, also to bold a fair at
Michacimas, the 29" September. In 1250 this was
changed to a Tuesday Market, and a three day fair on the
vigil, feath and mosrow of Michaclmas. In 1491 the
Prioress and Nuns of Amesbury who held the Manor of
Melksham obtained the right to hold an additional fair on
the 15® and 16%f July.

The Fairs continued until 1888, It was the custom to
devote the first day to the sale of castle, sheep and horses,

and the second day 1o merry making. Travelling

showmen exhibited models such as that of Niagara Falls,
constructed of $00 weight of coloured glass, and the fair
was attended by the *‘Baker's Show' of strolling players.

In the 19® Centary the Market was held oa altemate
Tuesdays with Trowbeidge and it finally lapsed in 1939,

The Melksham Market Company was formed in 1847
and acquired from the owners of Place House an orchard
adjacent 10 the Market Place where they erected the
Cheese Market House.

Al the same time, the Wilts, Somerset and Weymouth
were building an extension on the Railway from
Chippenbam 10 Westbary.

In the centre of the Market Place was a communal well,
the money for which was raised by public subscription,
this can be seen in carly photos and was demolished in \
1945,

The Market Place was also the site of an carly lock-up

and the stocks which are still in the possession of the |
Town Council but are currently stored in The Rachel
Fowler Centre.
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The Town Hall is ashlar faced of three bays with a one
bay pediment, it was designed by D Jooes of Bradford-
on-Avon.

The ground floor was originally open to the clements.
The clongated windows are typical of the Halianate
fashion of the 1840's.

Ithasa ical fromt divided vertically by four
pilasters with a central rail round arched openiag with 6
panclied beaded door and fankight. |

Behind the Town Hall is a building that was originally a
checse store, later it was used as a drill hall and it is now
The Assembly Hall, and used for events.

‘The Urban District Council acquired the Town Hall in
1914 for £1,600.

The small building attached to the Town Hall by an
archway has at various times been a Police Station and
the headquarters of the fire Brigade but is currently a café
run by The Rotary called The Art House.

Proceed down King Street

On the right had side is No 6, at present a china shop,
The Samsovar, It is carly 18® Century and was originally
the White Hart Hotel and specialised in theatrical
clientele.

In 1851, the visitors included a theatrical manager, two
pianists and three choral singers. Unfortunately, this lod
10 its Licence being withdrawn in 1896 owing to it being
run as a house of ill repute.

The next door house, No 8, has a 19* Century shop front
with a comice of acanthus brackets.

No 10 is known as Quaker Cottage and the date 1705 can
be seen over the door.

There had been Quakers in Melksham since 1699. The
Quaker Meeting House being built in 1734, Quakerism
gradually doclined, in 1950 the Melksham Meeting was
discontinued and the building is sow Offices.

Continue down the road and oa the oppasite of the road,
No 39 is a handsome late 18* Centary bouse with an
ashlar frostage and mansard roof.

On the right hand side of the road, No 42, this is probably
the site of the forge belonging to the Abbess of
Amesbury, the house having a ceiling of the 16® Century.

The forge is marked by the straight wooden beam in the
wall. This was the last working forge in Melksham,
closing in 1939.

Almost opposite No 42, abutting onto the road is the
tumnpike cottage (No89), Melksham was turnpike about
1750; the moncy raised from the turnpike was used for
the upkeep of the roads. As well as this turnpike there
was one adjoining the Rachel Fowler Centre, another at
Shaw, Lowboumne, Atworth and Burrell Lanc.

They were still in place as late as 1865 when Thomas
Watson, a baker of Melksham was summoned by Henry
Heritage, the toll collector of passing the King Strect
Gate with a Joad of stones. The defendant indignantly
contended that as the stone was for mending his own
property he was exempt from the toll. He was informed
by the bench that the excmption was only for stone used
in public work and was ordered 10 pay the toll with costs.
The turnpike was finally abolished in 1867.

Further along King Street, now known as Scmington
Road, are two very fine 18* Century farmhouses, firstly
the Conigre Farm Hotel. This marks the site of the
warren belonging 1o Amesbury Abbey.
Conigre is Norman-French for rabbit.

Rabbits were introduced into this country by the
Normans. They were considered very rare and exotic and

were eaten only by the very rich. The farmhouse bas an
interesting projecting bread oven that is visible from the
road,

Bread Oven

The West End Public House is another very handsome
carly 18* Century farmbouse, marking what was the
oniginal boundary of the town; ic the West End.




Go to the end of Union Street, turn left into Lowbourne and walk to the
pedestrian crossing a few yards away.

This is the end of the Southern route. From here you can proceed to Central
route A or alternatively carry on walking along Lowbourne to return to King
George V Park.

C. Northern route (Green) 0.7 Miles

Follow the direction of the LWW sign at the end of the gardens at Murray Walk
(see third paragraph from the end of the Central route A directions).

The original towpath follows the line of the old canal situated in the gardens of
the houses on the right-hand side.

After about 125 metres the path opens up onto an open area where the canal
has been completely filled in and grassed over. Cross the open area heading in
the same direction and then over the end of Bowman’s Court onto the short
tarmac path going north. The path peters out and the way ahead is a high
grassy mound which is on the exact line of the old canal. The builders of the
housing estate obviously used the canal as a dump for excess soil. Proceed
along the top of the mound, following the line of the gardens of the houses.
Alternatively, the parallel tarmac footpath of Awdry Avenue can be used.

In 100 metres cross Loxley Close and continue in the same direction for about
50 metres. On reaching the southern arm of Methuen Avenue (which is
actually a crescent) cross over and follow the earth footpath north between the
gardens in the same direction as the LWW sign.

After about 80 metres the path emerges onto Methuen Avenue — northern arm.
Cross the road and the small grassy area at the entrance to the children’s play
area. Here can be seen the next LWW sign pointing north along the footpath.

Follow the direction of the sign for about 100 metres to arrive at a steel kissing
gate. This is the farthest point of this detailed walking route.

Looking out across the open field can be seen an electricity pylon. This was
placed alongside the remains of the old Forest lock on the Wilts & Berks Canal.
The lock cottage was demolished in 1961.

To continue with the rest of the walk — retrace your steps back to Murray walk
and then head west towards the River Avon as detailed in Central route A.

Forest Lock ¢1900

Church Street c1910

Melksham Wharf c1 900
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It's time to put our canal at the heart of everyday life...



A. Central route (Red) 1.1 miles

The walk starts from King George V Park at the Adventure Centre beside the
River Avon.

Head south via the tarmac path forking left towards the tall poplar trees.
Continue on past the children’s play area on our right, towards the exit onto
Lowbourne.

Al the exit onto Lowbourne turn right and follow the footpath to the pedestrian
crossing and cross the road when safe to do so.

Enter Ruskin Avenue next to the crossing and follow the path to the next
corner. {Observe the Lost Waterway (LWW) sign on the opposite corner). Cross
over and follow the sign direction for about 70 metres. You are now on the line
of the old Wilts & Berks Canal and to the north is Clackers Brook. To cross this
brook the regency navigators had to build a culvert and embankment.

Turn left along the gravel footpath in a northerly direction and the way drops
down with the embankment up above you on the left. If you wish you can at
the lowest point drop down further to the bank of Clackers Brook and looking
west towards King George V Park you can see the old culvert that was built by
the navigators 200 years ago. An easier viewing route is by returning back to
the top of the path and then descending to the right of the oak tree .

Returning to the path continue north and near the end of the embankment bear
right into and then across to the far corner of a car parking area. Follow the
footpath of Hampshire Place to the top.

Turn right for a short distance and then cross the road and foliow the LWW
sign into the path between the houses to come out onto the service road
parallel to the main A3102 Sandridge Road.

Turn left for a short distance and then at the end of the service road cross over
the main road with great care and continue towards King George V Park fo the
corner with the mini-roundabout joined by Forest Road.

Cross over Forest Road and you will see the next LWW sign on the lamp-post
and just across the path you will see the very distinct brick outline of the bridge
across the old Wilts & Berks Canal.

Turn right and follow the path along Forest Road for about 300 metres until you
see the LWW sign on the right side of the road pointing to the route forward
along Murray Walk to the left.

Follow Murray Walk to the rear of the gardens of the houses on the right there
you will see the LWW sign pointing north. This is the start point for the
Northern route [See Northern route C|.

Continue west along the wide tarmac path towards the River Avon. Along the
way the path crosses the bridge over a small tributary stream of the main river.

On the left-hand-side, just before the river, take the small path down to the
edge of the River Avon.

Follow the river bank path south back to King George V Park.

B. Southern route (Blue) 1.2 Miles

The walk starts from King George V Park at the Adventure Centre beside the
River Avon,

Walk south along the edge of the River Avon to the Bath Road footpath. Turn
right, walk a short way and cross the road by the pedestrian crossing.

Turn right and very soon turn left along the footpath keeping by the river and
along the northern edge of Sainsbury’s supermarket car park until you reach the
gate to Conigre Mead nature reserve.

Passing through the gateway follow the fork right and very shortly there is a
viewing platform. From here is a close view of the River Avon.

Leaving the viewing platform follow the river along the grassy footpath to
another viewpoint close to Western Way Challeymead bridge. The planned
Melksham link canal will enter the river just at the other side of the bridge.

Continue along the grassy footpath for a short way and then come back onto
the gravel footpath and turn right heading south. See if you can spot any of the
creatures illustrated on the information boards.

The nature reserve narrows considerably at the southern end. Pass through the
gateway and very shortly turn left through another gateway into the cemetery.
This is very large. Follow the path north alongside the hedge for a shori way
then turn right in the direction of the parish church of St Michael and All
Angels, which can be seen on the skyline.

The path winds about but when level with the next gateway to the nature
reserve on the left, turn right and take the pathway in the direction of St
Michael’s parish church, leaving the outer cemetery and passing into the inner
one.

Exit the cemetery onto the driveway of St Michael’s Court (also known as
“School Lane”) alongside the church. Turn left and follow the driveway,
passing The Rectory on the left, into Canon Square, where you will see the war
memorial which is the site of the annual remembrance day service.

Keep to the left and exit the square into Church Walk, which has some of the
oldest buildings in Melksham, some dating back to the 15th century.

Follow Church Walk into the busy Bank Street. Turn left and walk via the high
pavement to the pedestrian crossing. Cross the road and turn right. Walk a
short distance towards the town centre and then turn left into Union Street
opposite Church Walk.



The Wilts & Berks Canal was built between 1795 and 1810 link-
ing the Kennet & Avon Canal (originally the Western Canal) at
Semington near Melksham to Abingdon on the Thames in
Berkshire. Branches connected Chippenham, Calne, Longcot and
Wantage to the main line and freight included coal, comn, stone,
iron, timber, lime and chalk. The North Wilts branch from
Swindon to the Thames & Severn Canal at Latton (near
Cricklade) was completed in 1819. When the Wilts & Berks was
built Melksham had a population of just over 5,000 and the village
of Swindon a mere 1,000,

The canal was finally abandoned by Act of Parliament in 1914,
Some building has taken place on the line of the canal but much
of it still exists in the form of lock and bridge remains, embank-
ments, towpaths, hedgerows and ditches.

In canalside towns and villages many roads and building names
mark this era and there is strong support for restoring this
significant piece of our transport heritage.

The Walk

Towpath to Melksham Wharf

Begin your walk at the Southern end of Melksham at the West
End Inn, (Hungry Horse), Semington Road. Oppesite the West
End Inn (once West End Farm) is Waverley Gardens and you will
find a footpath halfway along the north side of the road (1) — this
was the canal towing path. Just to the South is the site of West
End Farm bridge, and Drinkwater House, home to John
Lewington, canal carrier and boatman.

The canal itself was on the right-hand side of the towpath and is
now incorporated into the gardens of the houses in Kenilworth
Gardens. The red brick wall on your left is built from a similar
type of clay brick that was used on the canal. The bricks were
baked in purpose - built kilns along the route of the canal and
were larger than normal bricks to avoid tax and 1o speed up build-
ing - 700 W & B bricks were equivalent to 1000 statute bricks.
Follow the path until you reach the electricity substation on your
left (2). The houses on this side were built during the canal’s life-
time and can be seen in old photographs of Melksham Wharf. The
towpath ahead comes to a dead end at the site of the wharf — so
take the path to the right and tumn left into Kenilworth Gardens.
Follow the road around Warwick Crescent and tumn left at the junc-
tion with the busy Spa Road. (3).

Looking ahead you will see a hump in the road — this is the site of
Spa Road bridge (lowered in 1924) which carried the main
Devizes to Melksham road over the canal. As you approach the
‘bridge’ you will see a housing development to vour right which

is on the site of the rope factory owned by
Charles Maggs (4). The read is aptly named
Rope Walk. Ropes up to a quarter of a mile
long were produced at this canal side factory
and transported on the canal to Abingdon on
the Thames and beyond. Charles Maggs also
founded Wiltshire United Dairies, the first to
develop condensed milk.

As you reach the brow of the “bridge” you will

see Wharf Court on your left, a large develop-

ment of flats, standing on the site of Melksham
Wharf.

Melksham Canal Trail

Approximately 1 hours walk at a generous pace

Line of Canal

- & - = Public Right of Way

Hustrations by Gill Goodhind



This wharf was once a busy canalside settlement where, before
the railway and a decent road system had emerged, grain for the
Melksham mills was brought in, together with coal for the town
from the Somerszt coalfields . Unfortunately all signs of the canal
have been destroyed, including the wharf house, which stood next
to the bridge. Carefully cross the road and look down onto the
canal line, now the garden of *Withleigh® (a private house) built in
1927 on the site of a smithy which served the canal. Here you can
see the steps, which lead down to the canal towing path. The foot-
path here was closed in about 1948 and diverted to create Hardie
Walk.

Melksham Wharf to Gallows Bridge

Almaost opposite the entrance to Wharf Court is Hardie Walk —
take this path to Milton Avenue. Tumn right here and then left into
Sangster Avenue — the canal is now on your left in the back gar-
dens of the houses along this road.

At Pembroke Foad turn left and just past the small electric sub-
station building look back into the gardens on the left, you will be
able to see the tree/hedgerow which was the towpath hedge.
Originally the hedge was planted as hawthom, a strong and cheap
method of fencing. It was roughly around this spot that Gallows
Bridge footbridge stood (5).

Gallows Bridge to Lowbourne Bridge

Turm right into Ruskin Avenue and walk northwards past the resi-
dential home Brookside on your right — built directly on the line
of the canal (6). Just before you reach the army cadet centre take
the footpath to your right but stop before you come to the end of
the tall wire fence on your left — here a few trees mark the old
line. The land enclosed within the fence is part of the large
embankment that took the canal 110 ft above Clackers Brook (7). It
was around this point that the

‘2 miles to Semingion’ milestone would have stood. As you fol-
low the path around to the left vou will cross the brook below at
the base of the embankment. The face of its box

ashlar culvert has survived well.

The canal continues northwards in the form of gardens however, so
you must detour to the right following the concrete path between
the flats in Hampshire Place and take the narmow path leading to
Sandridge Road (). Tumn left here and at the junction with Forest
Road you will see the bridge parapet ahead of you. This parapet
formed the north wall of Lowboume Road bridge (9) and now
remains as the most significant structure to survive in Melksham.
Work was carried out by the Canal Trust to repair the parapet and
approach wall in 1995,

Lowbourne Bridge to Forest Lock

Apain the canal along here has been lost to gardens, howewer the
towpath hedge remains. To retrace the line walk along Forest
Road and left into Murray Walk — the canal is straight ahead of
you where the road meets the field. It was at this point that the
canal was spanned by a lift bridge (10), operated in a drawbndge

fashion. Recent investigations have revealed that a high level tres-

tle bridge was built from the canal at this point to the former
Spencers factory ( now housing) at Beanacre Road to provide a
direct route for the workers at the engineering works, The bridge
ran high above the flood plain on iron supports and the earth
embankments, which still stand today. Back at Murray Walk road
rejoin the narmow towpath which runs high on an embankment
from the fields to the left. This short stretch takes you to Awdry
Avenue where the entire embankment has been filled in and
grassed over.

Follow the embankment past Bowmans Court and Loxley Close
and straight over the minor road leading to Methuen Avenue and
along the path through the houses. Cross another minor read and
follow the hedge on your left behind the garages to the field, and
the end of this trail. About 150 metres ahead is the site of
Melksham Forest Lock (11) which raised the canal nine feet from
the three mile pound through Melksham. The lock cottage (12),
which stood to the left of the lock, was demolished in 1961.
Access to the cottage was only via the towing path.

The aim of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is to restore the canal
to a mavigable state from the Jubilee Junction with The Thames
near Abingdon to the Kennet & Avon near Melksham via the Fale
of the White Horse and Swindon. A major branch will also be
restored along the proposed Cricklade Country Way morth from
Swindon to a new junction with the Thames & Severn Canal at
Evsey. A new route has been proposed to link the Kennet & Avon
Canal at Semington with Melksham; details can be found on the
website.

Reg. Office: Island House, Moor Road, Chesham, Bucks HPS 1A
Tel: 0845 226 8567
Webhsite: wwwwhet.org.uk

Reg. in England & Wales: No. 2267719
Reg. Charity: No. 209595

Copyvright Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, Febrwary 2011

Produced with the support of Melksham Town Council.
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MELKSHAM IS GREAT S

GREEN SPACE

MELKSHAM IS GREAT is a project by artist Verity-Jane Keefe for and about the The works have been developed following a four year period, looking closely,

. . . . . . - WATERWAY
town of Melksham. A series of sculptures have been made and installed, on a researching and talking to residents, revealing the everyday brilliance of Melksham.
route developed from ancient pathways, connecting the historic town centre, with The sculptures are in celebration of the industry’s and local phenomena that have BUILDING

defined and shaped the town, and made it great. Follow the route or keep your

the new development to the east and back round again. Made at Novacast
eyes peeled as you’re going about your everyday travels. Melksham is Great.

Foundry in Melksham, a gem within the town, continuing a long established
tradition of metal casting.
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FEATHERS WALKING WEAVING ROPE & DOGS MILK HOUSING CHRISTMAS TYRES, RUBBER
Melksham was once full of A monument to walking - a huge Melksham was a busy weaving town For the dogs of Melksham, and the Melksham, literally translates as the Regeneration, building Christmas is big news in From the Avon India Rubber
feathers. The Sawtells feather part of everyday life in from the mid |4th century through to ﬂ\ history of rope making. Rope was Milk Village - “meolc”, Old English —_— and expansion: housing has Melksham, and very much Company, to Avon Tyres to Cooper
purifying factory, processed Melksham. The concrete 1 888. From weaving and spinning to made in Melksham from 1803 to the for milk, and “ham”, a village. become an industry in it’s own something to be celebrated. Avon Tires. Tyres and rubber have
feathers in the town centre from marker used to mark an historic riots with yarn thrown into the Avon! g 1960’s. A functional, necessary and right in Melksham. You can trace From local resident Mr Christmas, put Melksham on the industrial map.
1892 - 1960’s. right of way, which was re-routed A very important era of social history E useful industry, producing rope, A long history of dairy farming, the — MELKS the rings of regeneration from 4 - the brilliant Town Centre displays Tyres, gas masks and the first ever

for a new development. and workers rights within the town. : twine, coir matting, and later tarpaulins. milk bottles of Melksham were e the town centre out to the east. @ to the local favourites at tennis ball - all made in Melksham.
The feathers are installed on the - @ once a very familiar site. An — Longford Road, lighting up the

A weavers shuttle and bobbins can b A cast rope dog lead and bowl are original Melksham milk bottle has A model showhome marks the T town for December. A cast car skid, using Avon Tyres
is installed within sight of the factory

side of the public toilet block on A cast copy of the original, installed

Church Street and on the kerb,
floating to the ground as if
being delivered on wagons from
the station to the works.

on the grass verge off Snowberry

Lane, just after Heather Avenue.

Clean your boots and get walking.

be found on the old cattle bridge
within the new development. Sit and
soak up the view whilst listening to
Clackers Brook bubbling underneath.

(I=

located by the narnian gap on Snarlton

Lane, that crosses to the development.

Pause and let your dog drink from the
bowl if it’s been raining!

been cast, and installed as a pair
left against a wall on Goldfinch

Road. Look out for the local cats

who survey the area.

eastern boundary of the town in
2017 and can be found on the
grass verge of Snowberry Lane,
just beyond Snarlton Lane.

Two Christmas decorations have
been cast and installed on lamp posts
on Forest Road, festive cheer all year.

chimneys, on Millenium Riverside
Walk, near the junction with Murray
Walk.




Melksham House,
27 Market Place (Grade IT)

Melksham House was the home of George 1§
Blathwayt at the beginning of the War. He
and his wife moved to Somerset in 1916.
The House was then given over to the Briish Red
Cross and became Melksham Hospital No 2 in
Movember 1916. It housed 32 soldiers in 6 wards.
After the War it was bought by the Avon India
Rubber Works as their Sports and Social Club.

New Hall, Market Place

Built in 1877, New Hallwas used as a
reading room and accormmeadation for
lecturas and meetings. In March 1016 it
became the location of the regular Military
Tribunals which examinead the cases of thase men
who were objecting to being conscripted

Second Cottage Hospital,

between 24 — 22 Bank Street
The Coltage Hospital was opened in 1805
and agreed to accept up to 50 wounded
soldiers at the outset of the War. In 1938,
a new hospital was built on Spa Road. The Cottage
Hospital was used under the war time powers
of the Wilkshire County Council and re-opened
as a matemity hospital; many women came
from London to have their babies in Melksham
because it was safer. After WWIL it was used as an
educational centre until it was taken ower by the
Labour Club in 1964.

Liberal Club, 26 Bank Street

The Club opensd in 1903 and from
Movember 1g14. like the Consenative Club
across the road became part of Melksham
Mo.1 Red Cross Hospital

Avon India Rubber Co Ltd,
Bath Road

The Avon Rubber Ca mowved to Melksham
in 18g0. During the First World War, 50
important was the output of the factory,
that the Ministry of Munitions took over production
from Movember 1915 Avon India Rubber produced
awhole range of rubloer goods for the Ministry of
War including tyres. lifesaving apparatus, hosing
and tubing

Spencer & Co Ltd, Beanacre Road .

Spencer and Co was founded by Charles S8
Spencer in 1884 and maowved to the Beanacre
site in 1903 The present Foundry Close is a
reminder that this was once the site of the
Spencer Foundny. In 1914 there were 750 employees.
Spencer & Co received contracts from the Miristry of
Munitions to produce 92 and 18 pounder high explosive
shells. They employed a large number of wiormen and even
had to open new facilities to accommodate them.

B Sawtell & Sons Ltd,
0Old Broughton Road

In 1850, Benjamin Sawtell founded a business
in Challymead filling palliasses with straw

for the army during the Crimean War. With

his sons, he opened B. Sawtell & Sons, commencing

a business cleaning feathers used for bedding at their
factory in Old Broughton Road in 18g2. During W1, the
company refumed to their support of the war effort by
supplying purified feathers for military bedding.

Wilts United Dairies Ltd,

Mew Broughton Road
Wilts United Dairies was founded by the son
of the rope manufacturer Charles Maggs.
In 1888 the factory moved into a former dye
works by the Town Bridge on New Broughton Road.
They menged with a number of dairies including the
Morth Wilts Dairy Co of Devizes. By August 1912
Wilts. United Dairies ran several wholesale depots in
London for liquid milk and one for Tancy provisions.
Condensed milk was made at Melksham

Conservative Club (Constitutional
Club), 17 Bank Street (Grade II)
This 197 century building became a ward
for the Melksham Mo.1 Red Cross Hospétal in
MNovember 1914 accommeadating around
30 convalescing troops.
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During 2018, as part of the First World War Centenary
Commemorations, volunteers took part in a project to
find out what was happening in Melksham during the
Farst World War. This walking trail is a result of their
researches and highlights some of the buildings that
played a role in Melksham life during that time.

You can take the locations in any order, but they are
numbered, starting and fingshing at Church Street Car
Park. and perhaps enjoying some refreshments in one
of the many cafés and pubs in the town centre either on
route or at the end.

%  Find out more on the Melksham Remembers
] website www.melkshamremembers.org.uk

Mellesh Foltow our future activity on the Facebook

rs page MelkshamRemembers.

You can also explore the shops of Melksham during
the First World War with your smartphone.  [=]
Please use this OR code to find out more
about the shops and buildings in Melksham
town centre on your smart phone.

—_——

Melksham War Memorial,
Church (Grade II)

The War Memorial was unweiled on

23 August 1919 by Lord Methuen.

The memorial cost £350 and the Vicar of
5t Michael, Canon Edwin Wyld whose son, Captain
George Wyld was killed in December 1914, raised
subscriptions of £20:0 from the family members of those
remembered on the memorial and paid the remaining
£150 himself.

Church of St Michael,

Church Walk (Grade IT*)
This Grade II" listed church dates back to the
Morman period with extensive alterations
in the late medieval pericd and in 1845 by
Thomas Wyatt. The Churchward contains a number of
WA Commomarealth War Grawve Commission graves.

Town Hall, Market Place (Grade II)

This building was built in 1847, as a
Cheese Market. After the failure of the
Melksham Market Compamy in 1808 the
property was sold to Charles fwdry. it was
purchased by the Melksham Urban District Council
in 1914
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