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MELKSHAM
STATION

YOU ARE 
HERE

MELKSHAM IS GREAT is a project by artist Verity-Jane Keefe for and about the 
town of Melksham.  A series of sculptures have been made and installed, on a 
route developed from ancient pathways, connecting the historic town centre, with 
the new development to the east and back round again.  Made at Novacast 
Foundry in Melksham, a gem within the town, continuing a long established 
tradition of metal casting.

The works have been developed following a four year period, looking closely, 
researching and talking to residents, revealing the everyday brilliance of Melksham.  
The sculptures are in celebration of the industry’s and local phenomena that have 
defined and shaped the town, and made it great.  Follow the route or keep your 
eyes peeled as you’re going about your everyday travels.  Melksham is Great.
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FEATHERS

Melksham was once full of
feathers.  The Sawtells feather 
purifying factory,  processed 
feathers in the town centre from 
1892 - 1960’s.

The feathers are installed on the 
side of the public toilet block on 
Church Street and on the kerb, 
floating to the ground as if
being delivered on wagons from 
the station to the works.

WALKING

A monument to walking - a huge
part of everyday life in
Melksham.   The concrete 
marker used to mark an historic
right of way, which was re-routed
for a new development.   

A cast copy of the original, installed
on the grass verge off Snowberry 
Lane, just after Heather Avenue.
Clean your boots and get walking.

WEAVING

Melksham was a busy weaving town
from the mid 14th century through to 
1888. From weaving and spinning to 
riots  with yarn thrown into the Avon! 
A very important era of social history 
and workers rights within the town.  

A weavers shuttle and bobbins can 
be found on the old cattle bridge
within the new development.  Sit and 
soak up the view whilst listening to 
Clackers Brook bubbling underneath.

ROPE & DOGS

For the dogs of Melksham, and the 
history of rope making.  Rope was 
made in Melksham from 1803 to the 
1960’s.  A functional, necessary and 
useful industry,  producing rope, 
twine, coir matting, and later tarpaulins.

A cast rope dog lead and bowl are
located by the narnian gap on Snarlton
Lane, that crosses to the development.
Pause and let your dog drink from the
bowl if it’s been raining!

MILK 

Melksham, literally translates as the 
Milk Village - “meolc”, Old English 
for milk, and “ham”, a village. 

A long history of dairy farming, the
milk bottles of Melksham were
once a very familiar site.  An
original Melksham milk bottle has 
been cast, and installed as a pair
left against a wall on Goldfinch 
Road.  Look out for the local cats
who survey the area.

HOUSING

Regeneration, building
and expansion:  housing has 
become an industry in it’s own 
right in Melksham.  You can trace 
the rings of regeneration from 
the town centre out to the east.

A model showhome marks the 
eastern boundary of the town in
2017 and can be found on the 
grass verge of Snowberry Lane, 
just beyond Snarlton Lane.

CHRISTMAS

Christmas is big news in 
Melksham, and very much 
something to be celebrated.
From local resident Mr Christmas, 
the brilliant Town Centre displays
to the local favourites at 
Longford Road, lighting up the 
town for December.

Two Christmas decorations have
been cast and installed on lamp posts
on Forest Road, festive cheer all year. 

TYRES, RUBBER

From the Avon India Rubber 
Company, to Avon Tyres to Cooper 
Avon Tires.  Tyres and rubber have 
put Melksham on the industrial map.  
Tyres, gas masks and the first ever 
tennis ball - all made in Melksham.

A cast car skid, using Avon Tyres
is installed within sight of the factory 
chimneys, on Millenium Riverside
Walk, near the junction with Murray 
Walk.
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